COMMUNITY OUTREACH & EDUCATION FUND

SUMMARY SHEET

TITLE: 
Home-Based Care and Community Education 

FOCUS AREA: Integrated home-based care

ORGANISATION: Christian Health Association of Lesotho (CHAL)

LOCATION: Lesotho 

GRANT AWARDED: US$ 482,000 

Co-funded by Catholic Medical Missions Board and South African Catholic Bishops Conference.

AIM OF PROGRAM: 

The project aims to develop a comprehensive home-based care model for Lesotho. To provide quality, holistic health care to people. To produce competent and skilled nurses who can function in all settings of health. To strengthen preventive, rehabilitative and by promoting primary healthcare services. 

OBJECTIVE: 
· Improve HBC Counselling services

· Decrease HIV/AIDS by mobilising community leaders, influential people and community members

· Economically empower women and children by training them in business management and skills training eg: sewing and share crop production

· Improve care and support of AIDS orphans

TIME LINE: 3 years

ACTIVITIES:

· Counselling component

· Leadership mobilisation

· Initiate HBC with strong self-sufficiency activities as it relates to care and support for orphans

· Sound monitoring and evaluation to inform the national policy on HBC and orphan programs.

OUTCOMES:

· A HBC training manual has been designed and printed for home based carers in Sesotho called “ Rata Oa Hena Joalokaha U Ithata”  translated as  Love your Neighbour as Yourself.
· HBC kits have been developed and utilised by the organisation.
· The Income Generating Activities (IGA’s) especially vegetable gardens are making headway in at least 3 regions viz. Maluti, Seboche and Thaba Tsheke.  On return of investments made from vegetable sales, communities have opened bank accounts for sustainability of the program.  
· The CHAL project has influenced the communities to develop their own gardens.
·  To date, candle making as a micro – enterprise project has not yielded profitable benefits. The logistics for obtaining wax has been a costly exercise.
· CHAL has identified and referred orphans to the Department of Social Welfare who have placed the children in schools.
