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AIM OF STUDY: 

To identify appropriate approaches to behavioural, social and cultural determinates that are significant in MTCT programmes in Botswana. The purpose of this study is also to learn about men’s knowledge, attitudes and beliefs and their perceived roles in the prevention of HIV transmission from mother to child and communities’ perspective on the same issue.

OBJECTIVE:

a ) To examine men’s attitudes and perceived roles in the prevention of HIV from mothers to child (MTCT)

b ) To identify community’s perspective on male involvement in MTCT and HIV prevention programmes

c ) To determine barriers to collective participation of males in MTCT 

d ) To define the role of community leaders in MTCT

e ) To develop educational material that can be used by health workers to assist couples to participate in the MTCT programme

f ) To identify social and cultural factors that may encourage better communication between couples

TIME LINE: 12 months

START DATE: 10 Oct ’00

PROTOCOL: A triangulation of methods will be used in the study. Both qualitative and quantitative methods will be used. Face to face interviews will be done on men whose spouses are pregnant and attend clinics at the sites where MTCT programmes are offered at the time of the study. It will be useful to find not only what men think but also what the community thinks about involvement of men in MTCT. Community members will be stratified in three strata; women and men group, men only, and community leaders and focus groups will be used in the strata. The use of focus group discussions and Participatory Rural (PRP) Appraisal technique will maximise community involvement, identify the problem, select priorities, and determine best solutions and implementation strategies. PRA is an innovative research technique that enhances community participation. (Thomas-Slayter and Mwagiru, 1989). This method is particularly useful for this research activity because issues of sexuality are not easily discussed within the African cultural context.

