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AIM OF STUDY: To identify risk factors in South African correctional service institutions (CSIs) and statistically analyse the findings on disease transmission and be able to make evidence based recommendations to policy makers.

OBJECTIVES: 

a ) To establish the prevalence of communicable diseases such as HIV, TB, STDs, HCV and Hepatitis B amongst women, children and juveniles in CSIs upon entry

b ) To investigate the modes of transmission of these diseases within CSIs using epidemiological and laboratory support to confirm findings

c ) To establish the extent of substance use and abuse, within this group and links, if any, with increased transmission of infectious diseases noted above

TIME LINE: 3 years
START DATE: 15 Dec ‘02
PROTOCOL:

Ethical approval for the study will be obtained from the Medical Research Council of South Africa and the Department of Correctional Services. 

