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AIM OF STUDY: To establish a reliable diagnostic protocol using a single HIV PCR test and/or a quantitative HIV ELISA at a specified age for the diagnosis of HIV infection status in vertically exposed infants. 

OBJECTIVE: To develop guidelines for implementation in a community health care setting with details of practical lessons learnt and tertiary centre support for problematic cases.
TIME LINE: 2 years
START DATE: 09 Oct ‘01

PROTOCOL: All children will be tested according to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) protocol, which is the golden standard for diagnosing HIV infection in infancy.
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