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LESOTHO LAUNCHES ITS PUBLIC SECTOR ARV LEARNING CENTER WITH 
$3.9 MILLION IN SUPPORT FROM BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB’S 

SECURE THE FUTURE PROGRAM 

Senkatana Center, one of five community-based HIV/AIDS treatment support programs in southern Africa, was launched by Lesotho Prime Minister, Dr. Pakalitha Mosisili, on the fifth anniversary of SECURE THE FUTURE, Bristol-Myers Squibb’s $100 million commitment to fight the pandemic in the world’s hardest-hit region

(Lesotho, AFRICA, May 07, 2004) — SECURE THE FUTURE, an HIV/AIDS program of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Company (NYSE: BMY), marked its fifth anniversary with a launch of the Lesotho, Africa, site of its community-based treatment support program. The Senkatana Center, an extension of Queen Elizabeth II Hospital, is one of the program grants totaling $30 million that form the legacy of Secure the Future in five southern African countries.  

These grants are part of the ongoing $100 million commitment made by Bristol-Myers Squibb and the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation as part of the SECURE THE FUTURE initiative, which was announced on May 6, 1999 in Washington D.C. and Johannesburg, South Africa. This was followed by a $15 million commitment for four countries in western Africa in 2001.
In the past 18 months SECURE THE FUTURE has worked with ministries and departments of health, private sector and non-governmental organizations in Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Botswana to develop a program that harnesses a multi-sector, integrated approach to support the provision of antiretroviral therapy in hard to reach areas. 

The programs at community and medical centers incorporate key learnings from other SECURE THE FUTURE programs.  
“Through SECURE THE FUTURE, Bristol-Myers Squibb is helping to lead the global fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemic,” said Peter R. Dolan, chairman and chief executive officer, Bristol-Myers Squibb. “This is one of the greatest human tragedies of all time, and while making a substantial financial commitment is critically important, we have gone beyond that. Our program has pioneered the development of public-private partnerships that are benefiting the hardest-hit population in Africa, especially women and children.” 

 The Lesotho site, aptly named Senkatana, after a warrior boy who saved his villagers from the belly of a monster, was launched by Lesotho’s Prime Minister, Dr. Pakalitha Mosisili, and John L. McGoldrick, executive vice president of Bristol-Myers Squibb.

The center, which started seeing patients this week, was supported by a three-year grant of $3.9 million from SECURE THE FUTURE.  Senkatana Center will serve as a learning center for Lesotho’s National ARV program.  This partnership involves the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, Lesotho Medical Association, People Living Openly with HIV/AIDS (PLOWA) and Tsepong Counseling Center and Christian Health Association of Lesotho (CHAL). 

“This center is an important step toward our national ARV program.  Its operational research focus will help us to refine how to improve quality of life, harness community contributions and reduce premature loss of life.  It is a needed service.   In its first two days of operation, it served fifty patients, and we have dedicated staff members,” said Dr. M. Phooko, minister of Health and Social Welfare in Lesotho.  “Lesotho has committed itself to fight HIV/AIDS comprehensively and from all fronts, tackling prevention, stigma, behavior change and at the top of our plan is treatment and care.”

In the second site, in Namibia’s Caprivi Region, SECURE THE FUTURE has made a grant of $5.7 million to support the Ministry of Health and Social Services for Katima Mulilo Hospital and teamed up with the Red Cross Society, Social Marketing Association, New Dimension Consultancy, Africare and local CBOs to introduce prevention of mother-to-child transmission (PMTCT) of HIV and the provision of Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART) in this complex location. 

The program started in October 2003 with the aim to establish support group networks and nutrition services and provide care through a new voluntary counseling and testing center.   To date it has 50 patients on HAART and 31 women on PMTCT and 16 babies delivered and given Nevirapine.

Another SECURE THE FUTURE grant that also is designed to help address the problem of mother-to-child transmission of HIV in Swaziland will mobilize people through door-to-door outreach. It will also build infrastructure through a community initiative that includes volunteers, buddies/mentors and community-based activities. The Pilot Operational Research and Community-based program, PMTCT Plus concept (PORECO), is the most advanced of the community-based treatment support programs that are implemented by the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare in partnership with Swaziland Infant Nutrition Action Network (SINAN). This program, supported with a grant of $3.2 million, has enrolled 56 patients, 22 of whom are on ART, 28 on PMTCT and six, to fulfill the “Plus” of the component.  


In South Africa, SECURE THE FUTURE has made two grants totaling $6.7 million as forerunners to prepare the ground for introduction of ART.
A three year grant of $5.3 million was disbursed to Uthukela District Augmented HIV/AIDS Action (ACHIVA) to strengthen the Ladysmith Hospital Communicable Disease Clinic and assist the Mpilonhle Project, an NGO, to coordinate and integrate community based HIV/AIDS services to support the clinic.   Mpilonhle has mobilized 600 volunteers in its first phase and the clinic has seen more that 1,000 patients and screened about 150 to start treatment.  

 A separate grant of $1.1 million was disbursed to the National Association of People Living with HIV/AIDS (NAPWA) to build institutional capacity, mobilize communities and provide treatment literacy among its membership.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

The Botswana grant of $3.6 million aims to fast track inclusion of the Bobirwa Sub-District in the MASA ARV program of the country.  The grants support strengthening of infrastructure and capacity by recruiting personnel for Bobonong Primary Hospital and local government clinics and the Bobirwa Home-based Care Association.

“Bristol-Myers Squibb understands that developing and providing antiretroviral drugs are only part of the formula for success in changing the course of the AIDS pandemic in Africa,” said McGoldrick..  “SECURE THE FUTURE seeks to provide medical treatment to resource-limited communities as well as to educate people on ways to prevent further transmission of the virus and provide support to those infected and affected by the disease.”

SECURE THE FUTURE has engaged Family Health International (FHI), an organization working worldwide to address comprehensive health issues in resource-poor settings, along with local monitoring and evaluation specialists to develop a framework for measuring the success of the new grant programs. These efforts will help ensure that metrics are incorporated at the design stage of new initiatives and that existing resources are invested in the most effective programs. 

“After five years in Africa, working with governmental and community partners, we have learned how to create and support programs with successful treatment outcomes coupled with strong community support for people living with HIV/AIDS,” said McGoldrick.  “Our company will continue to live our mission by developing programs that extend and enhance human life and hope that others will join us, because despite all efforts there still remains much, much more to be done if we are to stem the tide of this epidemic.”  

SECURE THE FUTURE is a five-year initiative to support projects that help women and children affected and infected by HIV/AIDS. To date, it has supported more than 160 programs in nine countries in southern and western Africa, including the six new centers. The goal is to develop sustainable models in resource-limited settings for community outreach and education, as well as medical research and care. The program’s focus has been to address the region’s most significant needs including local training and support for community-based initiatives, building internal resources and infrastructure and implementing modern science within a local context.  


Bristol-Myers Squibb is a global pharmaceutical and related health care products company whose mission is to extend and enhance human life.

# # #

Visit Bristol-Myers Squibb on the World Wide Web at: www.bms.com
and learn more about SECURE THE FUTURE at www.securethefuture.com
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