FIRST SECURE THE FUTURE COMMUNITY GRANT AWARDED IN FREE STATE
Tuesday, November 6, 2001

BLOEMFONTEIN, SOUTH AFRICA (Tuesday, November 6, 2001) – Secure The FutureTM, A Bristol-Myers Squibb US$100 million commitment to fight HIV/AIDS has awarded R1.8 million to Free State Provincial Partnership in home-based care (HBC) and training.

This is the first Secure The Future grant awarded in the Free State. It is co-funded by the Catholic Medical Mission Board (CMMB)/South African Catholic Bishop’s Conference (SACBC), and Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation Community Outreach and Education Fund which are each contributing R900 000. 

This two year grant is part of a partnership with government totaling R5 950 000. 

The provincial partnership is made up of the Free State provincial Department of Health, Naledi Hospice, The Cancer Association of South Africa (Free State Region), Department of Social Welfare, the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Bloemfontein’s HIV/AIDS section and The Anglican Diocese of Bloemfontein’s Mother’s Union among others.  It is hoped other NGOs and CBOs will also benefit from the training.

The broad based partnership will use the grant to pilot a home-based care programme throughout the province to support women and children (4 to 17 years old) living with HIV/AIDS. This programme will demonstrate how the home-based care model, which has been used nationally, can be implemented at a provincial and local government level. 

 “The outcomes of the programme will provide pointers to provincial governments on how to budget for home-based care and strengthen referral networks for it within the district health system,” said Johan Viljoen, Project Manager of the CMMB. 

“The reality is that many people living with HIV/AIDS do not have the support of their families or friends because of the stigma attached to the disease,” he said. 

Letitia Nomtshongwana, Deputy Director (Chronic Diseases) of the Free State provincial Department of Health added that “a home-based care programme would assist these people to attain the emotional support and caring that they so 
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often lack. The programme also aims to involve family members in the counselling so that they can better understand what their loved one is going through.” 

The grant will also be used for much-needed capacity building in the form of training for community care workers in the region.

 “The primary goal of Secure The FutureTM is to improve the lives of women and children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS,” says Phangisile Mtshali, Director of the Community Outreach and Education Fund, Secure the Future. 

“We hope that this grant will help provincial and local government to overcome the challenges of implementing a national model. It will also, hopefully, bring care and support to the HIV-positive people in all corners of the Free State. Secure The FutureTM Community Outreach and Education Fund is about trying cost-effective replicable approaches.”

The Free State grant is in line with the home-based care focus area which will be showcased at the upcoming Secure The Future Grantees Conference: Sharing our Lessons on Home-Based Care in Johannesburg, 25 – 27 November.












Secure The Future Community Outreach and Education Fund has funded US$9 457 000 (R89.5 million at today’s exchange rate) to date in Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland and Botswana, US$2 486 000 (R23.5 million) of which has been in South Africa alone.

SECURE THE FUTURETM
SECURE THE FUTURETM is the US$115-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb to find sustainable and relevant solutions for the management of HIV/AIDS in women and children and provide resources to improve community education and patient support in five countries in southern Africa and four in West Africa.

It began as a five-year, $100 million commitment to southern Africa: South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho and Swaziland - March 14, 2001, Bristol-Myers Squibb pledged an additional $15 million for four countries in western Africa: Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali and Burkina Faso.
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