INCREASED SPENDING ON HIV/AIDS BY SA GOVERNMENT APPLAUDED 

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA (February 24, 2000) – Secure The Future, the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation which has made a US$100m commitment to assist women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS, has applauded the decision by the South African government, to finance an integrated response to the epidemic.

“We welcome the fact that Minister Manuel has budgeted R75m in this fiscal year, increasing to R300m in 2002/03, to combat HIV/AIDS. In particular, we commend his focus on children and the youth, as we believe that, together with women, they are the most vulnerable and affected section of the population,” says Phangisile Mtshali, a director of the Foundation.

Secure The Future, in partnership with the South African government, has already made five medical research grants and a one-year grant to the AIDS Foundation of South Africa (Durban), totalling almost R2m, since it was founded in May 1999.

“We look forward to a strengthened partnership and continuing mutual co-operation in the months to come,” says Ms Mtshali.

Secure The Future is a US$100 million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to assist women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS in South Africa, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana and Lesthoto. The program provides grants for medical research and for community outreach and education focusing on the psycho-social aspects of HIV/AIDS. Secure The Future also encourages and funds capacity-building educational programs in medicine, healthcare and public health.
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