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Renowned Swazi artist contributes to first southern African art exhibition on HIV/Aids - to premiere at Durban 2000

30 southern African artists, Secure The Future and Harvard Aids Institute to raise funds for affected women and children 

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA - Valentim Macie, a renowned Swaziland-based artist, is among thirty artists from five southern African countries who have joined together in a unique project to raise global awareness and funds to combat the HIV/Aids pandemic that is threatening to engulf the region.

An exhibition of their works, entitled 'ArtWorks for Aids' will be shown for the first time at the 13th International Aids Conference in Durban, South Africa in July 2000. The exhibition is co-sponsored by Secure The Future, the US$100m commitment by the Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to support women and children with HIV/Aids in Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland and the Harvard Aids Institute of Boston, Massachusetts.

Macie’s untitled contribution portrays a woman with the face of a bird and a flower at the back of her head, as the principle figure, pictured with two well-fed and healthy looking infants.  

Describing his work, Macie explained that he wanted to portray his belief in the inherent beauty of women and the need for women and children to be protected.   

“I have much faith in the ability of the Secure The Future project to provide protection for women and children from the HIV/Aids pandemic.  Thanks to the efforts of projects like Secure The Future, I am confident that we will overcome this terrible disease and I have tried to capture this sense of hope in my painting.”
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“The mother and children in my work are protected from HIV/Aids, which I chose to portray through a chameleon, traditionally a widely feared creature within my culture.  The chameleon is depicted as retreating, owing to the protection afforded to woman and children through the Secure The Future programme.”

“I believe in the sensibility of artists and the positive influence they can have on their surrounding communities, especially in Swaziland where there is a healthy appreciation of art.  Contributing to ‘ArtWorks for Aids’ has brought a further dimension to my work in providing me with a valuable opportunity to portray my feelings on a critical social issue to a large international audience.”  

“We need to encourage people to open their minds and work together to destroy HIV/Aids and I firmly believe that art can make a significant contribution as a communications medium to help achieve this goal”, adds Macie.

Valentim Macie’s untitled work is an oil on canvas and took 17 day to complete.  Macie was born in Maputo, Mozambique and later moved to Swaziland.  As a young child Macie was strongly influenced by his artist uncle, Lucas Macie, to whom he attributes his love of painting.  From the age of four, Macie was allowed to paint on his uncle’s spoilt canvases, the challenge being to attempt to turn them into something beautiful.  

The ‘ArtWorks for Aids’ collection will be auctioned in Boston, USA, on November 30 2000. The proceeds will be used to further fund programs designed to assist in the fight against HIV/Aids.
Marilyn Martin, the director of the South African National Gallery in Cape Town who is the curator of 'ArtWorks for Aids', says that she was greatly moved by the response to Secure The Future’s call for interpretations of the theme - the impact of HIV/Aids on women and children.
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“With very few exceptions, the visual artists we approached agreed to the commission and some even donated their work. The subject of HIV/Aids is an emotional and controversial one and it was clear that the project gave them a challenge to confront its realities."

“I have no doubt that 'ArtWorks for Aids' will contribute significantly to unlocking resistance, denial and discrimination and to generating hope and healing.”

Kenneth E Weg, vice chairman of Bristol-Myers Squibb, says that the exhibition is an innovative step towards bringing the realities of the HIV/Aids crisis in southern Africa to the attention of caring people in other parts of the world.

“Our joint sponsorship of the exhibition and auction will help to channel the creative energies and prodigious talents of these artists into a positive contribution to combating the HIV/Aids pandemic in the region,” he says.

Max Essex, chair of the Harvard Aids Institute which is working with Secure The Future on a number of projects in the region, says: "We commend this collaborative effort by artists in southern Africa to draw attention to the epidemic that is sweeping across the region, with a particularly devastating impact on women and children." 

Ms Martin says that participating artists, who include some of the best-known southern African names in contemporary visual art, have illustrated their ideas in many different ways - abstract, enigmatic, didactic and hard-hitting. The works include photography, linocuts, oil on canvas, clay, wood and needlework. 
The exhibition will open at xxam in Durban on July 9 2000 at the Bristol-Myers Squibb booth in the Durban Exhibition Centre.
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