SECURE THE FUTURE GRANT TO BOCAIP REAPS REWARDS AFTER ONE YEAR

Tuesday, October 30, 2001 
The five-year US$400,000 (P2 million) grant by Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation’s Secure the Future Community Outreach and Education Fund to Botswana Christian Aids Intervention Programme (BOCAIP) has reaped rewards. 

 BOCAIP is an ecumenical initiative, launched in 1997, which provides counseling, home visits, material assistance, support groups and outreach programs - primarily for women and children - through centers at Maun, Molepolole, Lobatse and Ramotswa.

To date, more than 16 churches have become involved in the Maun Counselling and Support Centre, which focuses on counselling people in their own home environment. The centre is also involved in training counsellors and volunteers in the churches, establishing home-based care volunteer groups in six villages, setting up income-generating projects and providing material assistance to the needy infected and affected.

 “The Secure The Future funding for BOCAIP underscores the programme’s primary goal of improving the lives of people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS,” said Phangisile Mtshali, Director, Community Outreach and Education Fund, Secure the Future.  “This grant has enabled the organization to alleviate some of the intense suffering caused by the HIV/AIDS epidemic and teach people how to avoid infection."

“In addition, there has been significant value added by the leadership and guidance from the Ministry of Health and the hands-on involvement of the Botswana STF NGO Task Force chaired by Ms Audrey Kgosidintsi,” she said.

According to Ella Muhamadi, Administrator of the BOCAIP facility at Molepolole, up to 17 percent of Botswana’s 1,5 million population is estimated to be HIV-positive, with the rate of new infections rising rapidly. In fact, AIDS is the largest cause of death in Botswana, with most deaths occurring among the young.

“The churches’ response to the HIV epidemic in Botswana was aimed at promoting a positive change of behavior and reducing the psychosocial impact of HIV/AIDS on the individual and society,” she said.

“We are delighted that the community outreach funding programme is gaining momentum in Botswana which is one of the countries in Africa most affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.”

SECURE THE FUTURE

SECURE THE FUTURE is the US$115-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb to find sustainable and relevant solutions for the management of HIV/AIDS in women and children and provide resources to improve community education and patient support in five countries in southern Africa and four in West Africa.

It began as a five-year, $100 million commitment to southern Africa: South

Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho and Swaziland - March 14, 2001, Bristol-Myers Squibb pledged an additional $15 million for four countries in western Africa: Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali and Burkina Faso.

For more information, contact: Viccy Baker, 27-82 856 0242 
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