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SECURE THE FUTURE GRANT ENSURES GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH AT WITWATERSRAND UNIVERSITY
Secure the Future issued a grant of US$105,000 (R830 000) in March 2000 to the Institute for Medical Research at the University of Witwatersrand, for the purposes of determining the burden of disease of respiratory viruses in HIV-infected children hospitalised for lower respiratory tract infections. 

The research focuses particularly on pneumocystis carinii and respiratory viruses, of which there is little data available, particularly for HIV-infected children with respiratory viral infections.

The research looks at the etiology of pneumonia in HIV infected children and can therefore assist in suitable empirical management of these children.  

Dr Shabir Madhi, Principal Investigator and Deputy Director of the Pneumonococal Diseases Research Unit at Witwatersrand University, said: “The project has successfully defined the high burden of PCP in HIV infected children, and also confirmed the usefulness of induced sputum and nasopharyngeal aspirates in diagnosing PCP in these children living with the disease.”

In addition to having shown that pneumocystis carinii can be isolated from at least 45% of hospitalised HIV infected patients with severe pneumonia, the study has also for the first time described how HIV infected children are at risk of greater morbidity and mortality due to another important respiratory pathogen - Respiratory Syncytial Virus (RSV).

“The study has highlighted the importance of PCP in African children with AIDS and has emphasised the importance of appropriate strategies at preventing this disease - most probably through the implementation of PCP prophylaxis,” Dr Madhi said.

Funding for the project is until the end of 2001. 
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Secure the Future is the US$100-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to assist women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS in Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland. The programme provides grants for medical research and community outreach and education focusing on the psychosocial aspects of HIV/AIDS. Secure the Future also encourages and funds capacity-building educational programmes in medicine, health care and public health.

Since Secure the Future was introduced in May 1999, 52 grants exceeding US$46-million (R345-million) have been awarded in five countries.

Visit Secure the Future at www.securethefuture.com <http://www.securethefuture.com/>.
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