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SECURE THE FUTURE EXTENDS I HAVE HOPE PROGRAMME TO KAYAMANDI COMMUNITY 

Johannesburg, South Africa  (July 19, 2001) – Building on the success of the “I Have Hope” initiative in Kayamandi, a community near Stellenbosch, Secure the Future, a Bristol-Myers Squibb Company philanthropic initiative, in conjunction with Stellenbosch AIDS Action Group, is extending the programme during the June - July holidays.

The workshops are part of a proactive campaign to educate young people and equip them with skills to educate, support and care for others. Designed by Christo Greyling, a Secure The Future Grantee, the “I Have Hope” Programme’s vision is to mobilise certain groups in a peer counselling model, training the trainer who will pass that knowledge on to his or her group. In this way, the information is obtained from a trusted source on the same level as the recipient.

Youth leaders and peer counsellors who have undergone the “I Have Hope” training will come together for four two-day workshops to build on that training. The aim is also to workshop with the peer leaders around issues of HIV/AIDS to evaluate the way in which the group has been able to implement the knowledge they have gained.

These workshops will help the peer educators and peer youth leaders to plan how they will continue the battle against HIV/AIDS in the Kayamandi community. “Their enthusiasm, commitment and belief in this project are evident in their willingness to give up their holidays for it. HIV-positive people will be guest speakers at these workshops,” says Peter Mangena, Project Manager, Kayamandi Community Mobilisation Project.

The programme will include site visits to clinics and community organizations so that the participants feel included in the community structures, as well as a training plan packed full of exciting exercises which they can then implement in their schools, churches and youth groups.

The “I Have Hope” programme, which won the PMR National Award for best corporate programme – health and community upliftment, has been very successful. “We even have people walking in off the street to ask for testing and service,” he says. “The training programme provides young people with knowledge of HIV/AIDS, but also with practical experience of it. They are given the chance to meet HIV-positive people, get close to them, touch them, and then they are sent back to educate their peer group on what they have learned.”
Secure the Future is the US$100-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to assist women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS in Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland. The programme provides grants for medical research and community outreach and education focusing on the psychosocial aspects of HIV/AIDS. Secure the Future also encourages and funds capacity-building educational programmes in medicine, healthcare and public health.

Since Secure the Future was introduced in May 1999, 52 grants totalling US $46,4m (R324,8m) have been awarded in the five countries. 

More information on Secure the Future can be found at www.securethefuture.com.  
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