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Secure the FutureTM Hosts A First-Of-Its-Kind LearnING and SharING Conference
November 2001

More than 100 representatives of AIDS service organisations will attend the first Secure the FutureTM grantees conference with the theme of “Sharing our Lessons on Home-based Care,” which takes place at the Esselen Park Conference Centre, Kempton Park, Gauteng, from November 25 to 27, 2001. 

The attendees are mainly from Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Lesotho, Botswana, South Africa, Namibia, Senegal and Mali. The conference is hosted by the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation Community Outreach and Education Fund, with the support of the Catholic Medical Mission Board (CMMB), one of Secure the FutureTM  ’s major funding partners. 

The keynote speaker will be Anglican Archbishop Njongukulu Ndungana, well known for his support of HIV/AIDS initiatives on the subcontinent.

“The conference aims to create a platform for the learning and sharing of models and approaches from community and outreach home based care projects, especially those supported by Secure the FutureTM grants,” says Phangisile Mtshali, Director of the Bristol-Myers Squibb Community Outreach and Education Fund.

Grant recipients will share experiences in community mobilisation, the management and quality control of home-based care projects, and different approaches in conceptualising and implementing interventions to assist in curbing the depradations of HIV/AIDS. Legal and ethical challenges will be discussed. 

Speakers will also share how they have tackled poverty and food security issues in sessions on income generation and support group activities.
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“The HIV/AIDS crisis is one that affects every member of the community, from the smallest baby left orphaned after his mother succumbs to AIDS, to the elderly grandmother who must raise him in her old age. These projects build vital bridges in the fight against AIDS, strengthening the community and empowering it to help its own,” says Ms Mtshali.

 “A primary focus of the Secure the FutureTM Community Outreach programme is to fund models that are replicable and cost-effective. This conference aims to provide a fast track for organisations to share their experiences and thus to allow others involved in similar processes to learn from what has gone before. It’s a revolutionary idea that aims at speeding up the process of community outreach and education in Africa, ” she says.

The conference is drawing participation from government health departments, PWAs, faith communities, NGOs and funders dealing with HIV/AIDS and home-based care in all countries involved. 

Poster presentations will be made, including one from Khanyisa Beads, an empowerment project which helps support women infected/affected with HIV/AIDS.

The Community AIDS Response (CARE) project, funded by Secure the FutureTM and represented at the conference, assists patients, nurses and doctors at Baragwanath Hospital to cope with the physical and emotional impact of HIV/AIDS.

An extract from a paper by Jenny Marcus and Lauren Jankelowitz of CARE highlights some of the issues which Secure the FutureTM is trying to alleviate: “A young doctor, often without proper supervision, must make decisions about medication for life threatening illnesses. Often the doctor is young with young children – the dying patient she is attending is young with young children. What does the doctor do with the heartache?” 

SECURE THE FUTURETM
SECURE THE FUTURETM is the US$115-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb to find sustainable and relevant solutions for the management of HIV/AIDS in women and children and provide resources to improve community education and patient support in five countries in southern Africa and four in West Africa.

It began as a five-year, $100 million commitment to southern Africa: South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho and Swaziland. On March 14, 2001, Bristol-Myers Squibb pledged an additional $15 million for four countries in western Africa: Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali and Burkina Faso.

Visit Secure the FutureTM at www.securethefuture.com.
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