SOUTH AFRICA TO RECEIVE 

 FIRST SECURE THE FUTURE HIV/AIDS GRANTS

· Five South African Medical Institutions Receive Funding For Medical Research

· AIDS Foundation of South Africa Funded To Help Durban Children Infected and Affected by HIV/AIDS

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA (February 9, 1999) -- South Africa will receive six Secure The Future grants totaling more than 1,889,000 Rand (US$315,000), to support HIV/AIDS medical research throughout the country and to research methods of care for orphaned children in Durban. The announcement was made by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company and the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation.

The medical research projects will investigate a range of subjects related to better understanding the treatment of people with HIV/AIDS. They include a study that will assess the effectiveness of healthcare per patient at different stages of HIV/AIDS, a study to evaluate the transmission of the virus in breastmilk of HIV-seropositive women, and a study to evaluate more effective treatment and prevention of diarrhea among HIV-positive children. The research projects, which range in length from six months to one year, will be conducted at University of Cape Town, University of Witwaterstrand (Johannesburg), University of Natal (Durban), Bethal Hospital (Bethal, Mpumalanga) and Somerset Hospital(Cape Town). 

The grant to research co-ordinated responses to care for orphans will fund development of a coordinated response aimed at ensuring the well being of children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. The one-year grant from the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation is being made to the AIDS Foundation of South Africa (Durban).

Secure The Future is a US$100 million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to assist women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS in South Africa, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana and Lesthoto. The program provides grants for medical research and for community outreach and education focusing on the psycho-social aspects of HIV/AIDS. Secure The Future also encourages and funds capacity-building educational programs in medicine, healthcare and public health.

“We are pleased that the first wave of Secure The Future medical research grants has been approved by the government and that the research projects will soon get underway,” said Kenneth E. Weg, Vice Chairman, Bristol-Myers Squibb Company. “Our goal is to improve the lives of people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. Over the coming years, Secure The Future funding of many research initiatives throughout the region will expand the understanding of how to address the problem of HIV/AIDS where resources are severely constrained.”

Applications for Secure The Future grants are reviewed three times a year with input from the ministries of health in consultation with an independent peer-review Technical Advisory Committee comprised of local, regional and international HIV/AIDS authorities. 

Since Secure The Future was announced in May, 1999, funds have been committed to establish several educational fellowships.  Over the next five years 250 physicians and other healthcare workers will participate in a one-year program of fellowships in public health and public health policy at the National School of Public Health at MEDUNSA. 

Specific details about each of the approved medical research grants in South Africa follow: 


Principal Investigator:
Uyirwoth Gabriel

Institution

Bethal Hospital

City
       Bethal, Mpumalanga

Title
A Study To Increase Partner Compliance Of STD Diagnosed 

Patients


StudyAim
Obtain an estimate of the proportion of partners who are notified 

and effectively treated within 2 weeks of notification. Identify Key 


Socio cultural and other factors that facilitate or hinder compliance


 among partners of STD clients.  Design and implement a 


package of measures or a strategy to improve partner compliance


 to treatment .  Establish an effective STD management 


programme with a high proportion of partners of STD clients 


complying with standard treatment


Budget                         66,770 ZAR

Duration
12 months


Principal Investigator
Wood Robin

  Investigator.Depart
HIV Clinical Research Centre

Institution
Somerset Hospital

City
Cape Town, Western Cape

Title
The Cost-Effectiveness Of HIV / Aids Treatment In The Western 

Cape : South Africa


StudyAim
Assess the cost of health care per patient per month at different 

stages of HIV / AIDS disease by expanding and analyzing an 


existing data set;  Estimate the cost per life year gained from 


different antiretroviral treatment regimens, using a natural history 


and expenditure model; Estimate the anticipated direct 


public-sector costs for persons living with HIV/AIDS in the 


Western Cape over five years, with and without the provisiion of 


antiretrovirals ; Assess the cost effectiveness of treating 


HIV-related-TB and other opportunistic infections using a review 


of existing literature and parallel modeling or model adaptiions; 


Assess life years gained for different allocations of state health 


sector funds to the treatment of HIV with antiretovirals, totreatment


 of AIDS Ois, and to treatment of HIV-related TB;  Describe 


feasible and cost-effective strategies to deliver HIV treatment 


within the WCP health system, and present these strategies to 


Department of Health decisiion-makers in non-technical policy 


briefs supp


Budget                         241,540 ZAR

Duration
12 months
Principa Investigator
Hussey Greg

Investigator.Depart
Paediatrics And Child Health

Institution
University of Cape Town

City
Cape Town, Western Cape

Title
Bismuth Subsalicylate (Bss) In The Treatment Of Diarrhoea In 

Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infected Children


StudyAim
To evaluate the efficacy of BSS in the treatment and prevention of 

diarrhoeal disease in HIV infected children


Budget 1st Year       550,427 ZAR

DurationMo
12 Months
Principal Investigator
Pillay Kubendran

Investigator.Depart
Paediatrics and Child Health

Institution
University of Natal

City
Durban, KwaZulu-Natal


PropTitle
Cell-Associated Virus in Breastmilk of HIV Seropositive Women

StudyAim
To evaluate cell-associated virus in the breastmilk of 

HIV-seropositive women.


Budget                         164,000 ZAR

DurationMo
Not specified
Principal Investigator
Klugman Keith P

Investigator.Depart
HIV Research Unit, Department of Clinical Microbiology And 

Infectious Diseases


Institution
University of the Witwatersrand

City
Johannesburg, Gauteng
  Title
Burden Of Disease Caused By Respiratory Viruses And 

Pneumocystiscarinii Pneumonia In African Hiv-Infected Children 


Hospitalized For Acute Lower Respiratory Tract Infections


StudyAim
Primary Objectives: To determine the burden of disease of 

respiratory viruses in HIV-infected children hospitalized for lower 


respiratory tract infections (LRTI); To analyze the prevalence of 


Pneumocystis carinii in children with LRTI


Budget 1st Year          639,000 ZAR

DurationMo
12 months
Visit “Secure The Future” website at www.securethefuture.com
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