SECURE THE FUTURE TO ROLL OUT HIV/AIDS NURSING CURRICULUM IN SADC COUNTRIES

Johannesburg, South Africa  (November 13, 2001) – Recognising the need to equip nurses and nursing students with comprehensive knowledge and skills in dealing with HIV/AIDS patients, Bristol-Myers Squibb’s HIV Research Institute of the Secure the FutureTM Programme will roll out an HIV/AIDS nursing curriculum developed by leading international and regional HIV/AIDS experts.

Developed in conjunction with the Baylor International Pediatric AIDS Initiative (BIPAI) in Houston, Texas and its African partners, the nursing curriculum follows guiding principles based on partnership, flexibility and bi-directional enrichment with the overall objective being capacity building.

BIPAI is uniquely positioned to assist with this project, since it has been involved with health professional education in other developing countries such as Romania, Mexico and Panama. The idea of creating a comprehensive curriculum on HIV/AIDS for nurses is a direct result of the lessons learned from these experiences.

In most SADC countries, nurses make up the bulk of the medical professionals. They interact  more closely with the communities at the primary level and especially those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS on a one to one basis. They need to be equipped and empowered to deal with the needs  of their patients.  HIV poses many new and ongoing challenges to the health profession.

In the fight against the HIV/AIDS pandemic, comprehensive training of medical personnel, especially nurses at the primary health care level, is paramount. “Nurses trained with this curriculum can be empowered to make early diagnosis thus hopefully reducing the impact of HIV/AIDS, offer support, compassion and care for those affected and infected,” says Ashraf Grimwood, Director of HIV  Research Institute, Secure The FutureTM .

The curriculum covers all aspect of HIV/AIDS diagnosis, treatment and care. It covers, inter alia, the epidemiology of AIDS in Africa, the management of clinical manifestations of HIV/AIDS, information on antiretroviral treatments and complementary and alternative medicine. In addition, prevention and control of HIV/AIDS, the psychosocial aspect, legal and ethical issues and opportunistic infections are covered.

The curriculum rollout will take the form of a Train the Trainer (TTT) workshopping process, targeting 160 nurses in the region. It’s an applied model of training that should improve the nurses’ and midwives’ capacity to provide care and the continuum of care in all levels of primary healthcare to the most vulnerable groups.

SECURE THE FUTURETM
SECURE THE FUTURE™TM Programme is the US$115-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb to find sustainable and relevant solutions for the management of HIV/AIDS with the focus on women and children and provide resources to improve community education and patient support in five countries in southern Africa and four in West Africa.

It began as a five-year, $100 million commitment to southern Africa: South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho and Swaziland - March 14, 2001, Bristol-Myers Squibb pledged an additional $15 million for four countries in western Africa: Senegal, Cote d'Ivoire, Mali and Burkina Faso.

Since Secure the FutureTM was introduced in May 1999, 69 grants totalling 

US $49,356m (R473,324m at current rate) have been awarded in the five countries. 

More information on Secure the Future can be found at www.securethefuture.com.  
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