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SECURE THE FUTURE TO FUND THREE NAMIBIAN PROGRAMMES  WITH GRANTS TOTALLING US$390 000 (N$2,9 MILLION) 

Ondangwa, Namibia, March 28, 2001 – the Community Outreach and Education Fund of Secure the Future, in partnership with the South African Catholic Bishops Conference /Catholic Medical Mission Board, today announced grants totaling US$390 000 (N$2,9 million) to three Namibian programs involved in combating HIV/AIDS. 

The first two recipients are: Catholic Aids Action (US$193 000, N$1,4 million), and LifeLine/Childline (US$57 000, $N400 000). The Catholic Medical Mission Board co-funding for these two projects totals US$121 000 (N$850 000). The third grant is for the Namibian Housing Action Group/Cactus Partnership. Secure the Future’s funding is US$140 000 (N$1,07 million).

Announcing the funding at a press briefing today, Phangisile Mtshali Community Outreach and Education Director: Secure the Future said that the grants were all supporting critical areas in HIV/AIDS management, namely, counselling, home-based care and empowering communities to respond to the epidemic.

“Secure the Future and the SACBC recognised the value that these NGOs can add to the Namibian Government’s multisectoral National Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS,” she said. 

Johan Viljoen of the SACBC said that  the partnership was significant as it was the first functioning partnership between a major corporation and the church. 

“It combines the technical expertise of a major corporation with the grassroots presence, experience and credibility of the church, and is an expression of international and multi-sector solidarity in the fight against AIDS,” he said.

The grant to Catholic AIDS Action will be used to develop and implement a standard, comprehensive curriculum for home-based family care volunteers. 

To date, Catholic AIDS Action has trained 550 home-based family care volunteers in Namibia, who provide care and assistance to over 2500 clients monthly.  
“This grant will enable us to develop, implement  and pilot-train family care volunteers in the North of Namibia and the South (Hardap) region ,” said Dr Lucy Steinitz, National co-ordinator: Catholic Aids Action.

The objective of the LifeLine/Childline project in the north-western region of Namibia is to establish lay counselling services in the various communities; to empower volunteers with the necessary skills to serve their own communities and to train 40 lay counsellors within the next 12 months to serve the community.    

Other funders to the project include French Cooperation which has been supporting the groundwork for the project for two years, and Namdeb Diamond Corporation.  

“In addition to our existing funders, this generous grant, co-funded by the CMMB and Secure The Future will enable us to speed up the establishment of lay counselling services to assist those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS,” says Hanneh Huegel Chairperson: Lifeline/Childline.
The grant to the NHAG/Cactus partnership is for capacity-building amongst Namibian HIV/AIDS service organisations. The beneficiaries will be community-based and non-governmental organisations dealing with HIV/AIDS who will improve their capabilities in the critically important areas of financial and human resource management, governance and programme monitoring and evaluation. 

“This much needed grant from Secure The Future will enable us to build on our existing structures and continue to improve the quality of life of the people living in these communities, “ said Lindi Kazambane-Ilonza, Programme Manager.

Mtshali added that Secure the Future was pleased to be funding the Namibian programmes as they were in line with Secure the Future’s vision of assisting women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS.

Secure the Future is the US$100-million commitment by Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to provide innovative models of care and support for women and children infected and affected with HIV/AIDS in Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South Africa and Swaziland. The programme provides grants for medical research and community outreach and education focusing on the psychosocial aspects of HIV/AIDS. Secure the Future also encourages and funds capacity-building educational programmes in medicine, healthcare and public health.

Since Secure the Future was introduced in May 1999, grants exceeding US $46m (R345m) have been awarded in the five countries. 

More information on Secure the Future can be found at www.securethefuture.com.  

ends

4
1
J/Bristol-Myers Squibb/Media/20.02.2001 Namibian grants release.doc.


