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JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA (February 4, 1999) -- South
Africa will receive six Secure The Future grants totaling more
than 1,889,000 Rand (US$315,000), to support HIV/AIDS
medical research throughout the country and to provide care
for children in Durban. The announcement was made by
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company and the Bristol-Myers Squibb
Foundation.

The medical research projects will investigate a range of
subjects related to better understanding the treatment of
people with HIV/AIDS. They include a study that will assess
the effectiveness of healthcare per patient at different stages of
HIV/AIDS, a study to evaluate the transmission of the virus in
breastmilk of HIV-seropositive women, and a study to evaluate
more effective treatment and prevention of diarrhea among
HIV-positive children. The research projects, which range in
length from six months to one year, will be conducted at
University of Cape Town, University of Witwaterstrand
(Johannesburg), University of Natal (Durban), Bethal
Hospital (Bethal, Mpumalanga) and Somerset Hospital(Cape
Town). 

The grant providing care for orphans will fund development
of a coordinated response aimed at ensuring the well being of
children infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. The one-year grant
from the Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation is being made to the
AIDS Foundation of South Africa (Durban).

Secure The Future is a US$100 million commitment by Bristol-
Myers Squibb Company to assist women and children with

HIV/AIDS in South Africa, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana
and Lesthoto. The program provides grants for medical
research and for community outreach and education focusing
on the psycho-social aspects of HIV/AIDS. Secure The Future
also encourages and funds capacity-building educational
programs in medicine, healthcare and public health.

"We are pleased that the first wave of Secure The Future
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SECURE THE FUTURE is the $100 million commitment by 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to assist women and children

with HIV/AIDS in South Africa, Swaziland, Namibia, Botswana
and Lesotho. The program provides grants for medical research
and for community outreach and education focusing on the

psycho-social aspects of HIV/AIDS. SECURE THE FUTURE also
encourages and funds capacity-building educational programs

in medicine, healthcare and public health.

The goal of SECURE THE FUTURE is to help Africans find
practical, cost-effective and sustainable solutions to fight

HIV/AIDS. SECURE THE FUTURE is a public-private partnership
with the governments of each country, UNAIDS, Harvard AIDS
Institute, Baylor College of Medicine, the Medical University of

Southern Africa (MEDUNSA) and other African schools of
medicine, among others.
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“The Southern African region is looking toward 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company to bring some hope 

and comfort to its people suffering with HIV/AIDS,”
stated Botswana’s President Festus Mogae, who hosted a

dinner for the ministries of health from Namibia,
Lesotho, South Africa and Swaziland on the eve of the

first formal meeting of the SECURE THE FUTURE
Technical Advisory Committee, held in Gaborone,

Botswana during October 1999. 
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The first SECURE THE
FUTURE/Gugu Dlamini Fellow in
public health is Christo Greyling
of the Western Cape in South
Africa. Rev Greyling hosts a
regional radio program and is
director of “I Have Hope”, an
awareness program aimed at
changing the attitudes and
knowledge levels about AIDS in
secondary schools and their
surrounding communities,
provincial education departments,

township youth workers, health professionals, other NGO’s and
religious leaders.

COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER 
IS FIRST GUGU DLAMINI FELLOW

The first SECURE THE
FUTURE/Jonathan Mann Fellow is
David C. Hilmers, MD, chief
pediatric resident at Baylor
College of Medicine and four-time
NASA space shuttle astronaut.
Dr. Hilmers was a jet pilot in the
US Marine Corps before becoming
an astronaut. In 1995 Dr. Hilmers
graduated from the Baylor College
of Medicine and became a
pediatrician. As the Jonathan
Mann Fellow he travelled to

Botswana to provide medical care for children with AIDS at the
Princess Marina Hospital.

ASTRONAUT NAMED 
FIRST JONATHAN MANN FELLOW

SECURE THE FUTURE was:

... The subject of a panel discussion during the U.S. Conference on
AIDS Nov 5-7 in Denver, Colorado.

... Included in the NIH Bioethics Conference, Nov 7 in Bethesda,
Maryland.

... The subject of a press conference, Nov 17 in Paris.

... Part of World AIDS Day panel discussions at the United Nations in
New York.

The Following principles have been established to guide funding and

other decisions associated with the program;

• SECURE THE FUTURE is a public/private partnership as embodied by

government policies against AIDS. To ensure success, the program

must be consistent with the priorities established in each of the

countries.

• The program must be sensitive to the local context. Real progress

will only be achieved through mutual co-operation.

• All elements of the program must be ethically unassailable. Every

program component, every funded project, every decision must be

made against the highest ethical standard.

• SECURE THE FUTURE should serve as a catalyst for expanded

participation. As others join in the partnership, the program will

grow, both in scope and duration.

• The program must be compatible with and complementary to

government healthcare priorities and strategies.

Secure the Future guiding principles
provide direction to funding decisions

BRIEFS

Two who were pivotal to global AIDS effort honoured on
World Aids Day

Two pioneers in the fight against HIV/AIDS, Jonathan Mann
and Gugu Dlamini – have had SECURE THE FUTURE
Fellowships created in their memories. Both Fellowships were
announced on World AIDS Day with the SECURE THE
FUTURE/Jonathan Mann Fellowship announced at the
United Nations and the SECURE THE FUTURE/Gugu Dlamini
Fellowship in Public Health in Durban, South Africa. 

Jonathan Mann, MD founded and was the first director of
the World Health Organization’s Global Programme on
AIDS. He also founded and was the first director of the
Francois-Xavier Bagnaud Centre for Health and Human
Rights, at the Harvard University School of Public Health.
At the time of his death on Swiss Air 111 in September 1998, Dr.
Mann was the founding dean of the School of Public Health
at Allegheny University in Philadelphia. 

The SECURE THE FUTURE/Jonathan Mann Fellowship will be
awarded annually to an American AIDS physician who will
work at a community hospital in Southern Africa. The
Fellowship will be part of the program administered through
Baylor College of Medicine/Texas Children’s Hospital.

Gugu Dlamini, an AIDS worker from KwaZulu-Natal
Province, was stoned to death in November 1998 after
revealing that she was HIV positive. 

The SECURE THE FUTURE/Gugu Dlamini Fellowship will seek
new ways to educate people about HIV/AIDS and lift the
social stigma attached to it. The Fellow will be selected
annually from those participating in the SECURE THE
FUTURE Fellowship program at the National School of
Public Health in MEDUNSA (Medical University of Southern
Africa).

Secure the Future Fellowships Named in Memory of Aids Pioneers:
Jonathan Mann and South Africa’s Gugu Dlamini



Principal 
Investigator Greg Hussey 

Investigator.
Department Paediatrics And Child Health

Institution University of Cape Town

City Cape Town, Western Cape

Title Bismuth Subsalicylate (Bss) in the Treatment of
Diarrhoea In Human Immunodeficiency Virus Infected
Children

Study Aim To evaluate the efficacy of BSS in the treatment and
prevention of diarrhoeal disease in HIV-infected
children

Budget 550,427 ZAR, $ 91,738 U.S.
Duration 12 months

medical research grants has been approved by the
government and that the research projects will soon get
underway," said Kenneth E. Weg, Vice Chairman, Bristol-
Myers Squibb Company. "Our goal is to improve the lives of
people infected and affected by HIV/AIDS. Over the coming
years, Secure The Future funding of many research
initiatives throughout the region will expand the
understanding of how to address the problem of HIV/AIDS
where resources are severely constrained."

Applications for Secure The Future grants are reviewed
three times a year by an independent peer-review Technical
Advisory Committee comprised of local, regional and
international HIV/AIDS authorities. 

Since Secure The Future was announced in May, 1999, funds
have been committed to establish several educational
fellowships.  Over the next five years 250 physicians and
other healthcare workers will participate in a one-year
program of fellowships in public health and public health
policy at the National School of Public Health at
MEDUNSA. Additionally, Secure The Future has initiated a
bi-directional physician exchange and medical education
program through Baylor College of Medicine/Texas
Childrens Hospital, which will train about 100 African and
American physicians specializing in HIV/AIDS.

Specific details about each of the approved medical research
grants in South 
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Principal 
Investigator Kubendran Pillay

Investigator.
Department Paediatrics and Child Health

Institution University of Natal

City Durban, KwaZulu-Natal

Title Cell-associated Virus in Breastmilk of HIV-Seropositive
Women

Study Aim To evaluate cell-associated virus in the breastmilk of
HIV-seropositive women

Budget 164,000 ZAR, $ 27,333 U.S.

Duration Six months

Principal 
Investigator Gabriel Uyirwoth 

Institution Bethal Hospital

City Bethal, Mpumalanga

Title A Study to Increase Partner Compliance of STD
Diagnosed Patients

Study Aim Obtain an estimate of the proportion of partners who
are notified and effectively treated within 2 weeks of
notification. Identify key socio-cultural and other
factors that facilitate or hinder compliance among
partners of STD clients. Design and implement a
package of measures or a strategy to improve partner
compliance to treatment. Establish an effective STD
management program with a high proportion of
partners of STD clients complying with standard
treatment

Budget 66,770 ZAR, $ 11,128 U.S.

Duration 12 months

Principal 
Investigator Robin Wood

Investigator.
Department HIV Clinical Research Centre

Institution Somerset Hospital

City Cape Town, Western Cape

Title The Cost-Effectiveness of HIV/AIDS Treatment in the
Western Cape, South Africa

Study Aim Assess the cost of healthcare per patient per month at
different stages of HIV/AIDS disease by expanding and
analyzing an existing data set; Estimate the cost per
life year gained from different antiretroviral treatment
regimens, using a natural history and expenditure
model; Estimate the anticipated direct public-sector
costs for persons living with HIV/AIDS in the Western
Cape over five years, with and without the provision
of antiretrovirals; Assess the cost-effectiveness of
treating HIV-related-TB and other opportunistic
infections using a review of existing literature and
parallel modeling or model adoptions; Assess life years
gained for different allocations of state health sector
funds to the treatment of HIV with antiretovirals, to
treatment of AIDS Ois, and to treatment of HIV-
related TB; Describe feasible and cost-effective
strategies to deliver HIV treatment within the WCP
health system, and present these strategies to
Department of Health decision-makers in non-technical
policy briefs 

Budget 241,540 ZAR, $ 40,256 U.S.

Duration 12 months

Principal 
Investigator Keith P Klugman 

Investigator.
Department HIV Research Unit, Department of Clinical

Microbiology and Infectious Diseases

Institution University of the Witwatersrand

City Johannesburg, Gauteng

Title Burden Of Disease Caused By Respiratory Viruses And
Pneumocystiscarinii Pneumonia in African HIV-infected
Children Hospitalized for Acute Lower Respiratory
Tract Infections

Study Aim Primary Objectives: To determine the burden of disease
of respiratory viruses in HIV-infected children
hospitalized for lower respiratory tract infections
(LRTI); To analyze the prevalence of Pneumocystis
carinii in children with LRTI

Budget 639,000 ZAR, $ 106,500 U.S.

Duration 12 months 

South Africa To Receive First Secure The Future HIV/AIDS Grants continued. . .



Addressing the 120 Southern African dignitaries, media and
members of the SECURE THE FUTURE Technical Advisory
Committee, President Mogae spoke of the devastating
impact the HIV/AIDS virus is having on his country, where
it has permeated all sectors of the economy.

“This is the reason why we are gathered here tonight,” he
said. “I have come to thank Bristol-Myers Squibb who have
responded to our call for the private sector to give a
helping hand in our fight against the HIV/AIDS virus.

It is a “statement of confidence,” he said, that all is not
lost. 

“With their combined efforts and resources, these five
countries, together with this initiative, can overcome this
virus. 

“The key to securing the future is to find sustainable and
relevant solutions for the management of HIV/AIDS in
women and children and to provide resources to improve
community education and patient support.

“This challenge has been taken on with vigor since the
SECURE THE FUTURE initiative was launched early this
year. I am inspired by this commitment and would like to
personally state that the government of Botswana is fully
committed to the SECURE THE FUTURE initiative.” 

Mr. Weg responded that SECURE THE FUTURE’s single
goal was to reverse the slide toward death and chaos
caused by HIV/AIDS and to restore hope and life to
millions of people on the African continent. 

“The government of Botswana is fully committed 
to the SECURE THE FUTURE initiative” 

Festus Mogae, President of Botswana

BOTSWANA PRESIDENT COMMITS TO PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP cont...

Visit “SECURE THE FUTURE” website at www.securethefuture.com

Estimated number of adults
and children newly infected

with 
HIV during 1999

5,6 million

3,8 million

Estimated adult and child
deaths due to HIV/AIDS from
the beginning of the Epidemic

to end of 1999

16,3 million
13,7 million

Adults and children estimated 
to be living with HIV/AIDS 

as of end 1999

33,6 million

23,3 million

Sub-Saharan 
infection rate

Women
55%

Men
45%
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AIDS EPIDEMIC UPDATE
The World Health Organisation – 

UNAIDS report “AIDS Epidemic Update” (December 1999) highlights the impact of HIV/AIDS on 
Women in Africa.

■ Sub-Saharan Africa                    ■ World total

IINN  MMEEMMOORRIIAAMM

TThhee  ffiirrsstt  iissssuuee  ooff  UUPPDDAATTEE  ccaarrrriieedd  aa  pphhoottooggrraapphh  ooff  aann  HHIIVV
ppoossiittiivvee  mmootthheerr  aanndd  cchhiilldd  wwhhoo,,  bbyy  lliigghhttiinngg  aa  ccaannddllee,,
ccoonncclluuddeedd  tthhee  MMaayy  llaauunncchh  ooff  SSEECCUURREE  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE..  WWee
rreeggrreett  ttoo  rreeppoorrtt  tthhee  ddeeaatthh  ooff  tthhee  lliittttllee  bbooyy  TTsshheeppiissoo  DDllaammiinnii,,
aaggee  ttwwoo,,  iinn  eeaarrllyy  OOccttoobbeerr..  HHiiss  lloossss  iiss  aa  rreemmiinnddeerr  ooff  tthhee
uurrggeenntt  nneeeedd  ttoo  ppuurrssuuee  tthhee  mmiissssiioonn  ooff  SSEECCUURREE  TTHHEE  FFUUTTUURREE
wwiitthh  ssttrreennggtthh  aanndd  uunniittyy..


