


President Festus Mogae launched Southern Africa's first

Children’s Clinical Center of Excellence, with a special

emphasis on HIV/AIDS paediatric care, on September 18,

2000 in Gaborone, Botswana.

The Children’s Clinical Center of Excellence will be a

public-private sector partnership between the Botswana

Ministry of Health, Baylor College of Medicine and Texas

Children’s Hospital and Bristol-Myers Squibb Company’s

Secure the Future program. The US$9,7 million/P48,5

million grant is jointly funded through a grant of

US$6,0 million/P30 million from Bristol-Myers Squibb and

a $3,7 million material commitment from Baylor College

of Medicine/Texas Children’s Hospital.

The center will be located at the Princess Marina

Hospital and will serve children visiting the hospital, the

Mpule Kwelagobe Children’s Center, an orphanage to be

situated in nearby Jwaneng, as well as children from the

region. One of the aims of the center is to reduce the

number of required hospital stays for HIV-infected

children, by improving diagnostics as well as care.
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The World Health Organisation – 
UNAIDS report “AIDS Epidemic Update” (December 2000) highlights the impact of HIV/AIDS on Africa
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Seen at the ground-breaking ceremony for the

Children’s Clinical Center of Excellence (from left)

Ken Weg, Botswana PresidentFestus Mogae, a child

who read a poem about HIV/AIDS, Botswana

Minister of Health Joy Phumaphi

and Dr Schwartzwald, representing Baylor.


