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An overview of the HIV/AIDS
epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa

Bristol-Myers Squibb recently
announced a $15 million expansion
of its Secure the Future program
into four west African countries:
Senegal, Burkina-Faso, Mali and
Côte d’Ivoire.

The additional $15 million will be
used to find sustainable and
relevant solutions for the
management of HIV/AIDS in
women and children and provide
resources to improve community
education and patient support.

“Our Company’s mission is to
extend and enhance human life, and
through this expansion of our

Secure the Future program, we
continue to honor this mission,”
said John McGoldrick, Executive
Vice-President, Bristol-Myers
Squibb. “In attacking HIV/AIDS in
sub-Saharan Africa, both through
our philanthropic Secure the Future
program and our pioneering price-
reduction plan which offers our
HIV/AIDS drugs below cost, we aim
to support the anti-HIV efforts of
Burkina-Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and
Senegal.”

Although facing different HIV

prevalence rates, the four countries

are recognized by the international

community for their political

commitment to dealing with

HIV/AIDS, and their efforts on the

ground in combating the pandemic.

Secure the Future in western Africa

will be developed in partnership

with the program’s five southern

African countries, leveraging

promising programs and helping the

four countries to find customized

innovative and sustainable

solutions.

Secure the Future expands
into West Africa

• Sub-Saharan Africa is by far the worst affected region in the world. An estimated 25,3 million Africans were living with HIV

at the end of 2000. By that time, a further 17 million had already died of AIDS – more than three times the number of AIDS

deaths in the rest of the world.

• On the continent, two million more women than men carry HIV. Some 12,1 million children have lost their mother or both

parents to the epidemic. By the end of 2000, an estimated 1,1 million children under 15 were living with HIV, largely due

to mother-to-child transmission.

• In West Africa, Senegal has managed to slow transmission, but prevalence in populous Nigeria now stands at 5%.

• In several southern Africa countries, at least one in five adults is HIV-positive.

All over the world, women find themselves at special risk of HIV infection because of their lack of power to determine where,

when and how sexual intercourse takes place. What is less recognized, however, is that the cultural beliefs and expectations

that make this the case also heighten men’s own vulnerability. HIV infections and AIDS deaths in men outnumber those in

women on every continent except sub-Saharan Africa.  In sub-Saharan Africa 55% of the adult population infected are

women. In some of the hardest hit countries, girls are five to six times more likely to be infected than teenage boys.
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